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resulting in frequent clarification and modification of U.S. international family planning programs. In the mid-
1980s, U.S. population aid policy became especially controversial when the Reagan Administration introduced
restrictions. Critics viewed this policy as a major and unwise departure from U.S. population efforts of the
previous 20 years. The Mexico City policy further denied U.S. funds to foreign non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) that perform or promote abortion as a method of family planning, regardless of whether the source of
money was the U.S. Presidents Reagan and Bush also banned grants to the U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA)
because of its program in China, where coercion has been used. During the Bush Administration, a slight
majority in Congress favored funding UNFPA and overturning the Mexico City policy but failed to alter policy
because of presidential vetoes or the threat of a veto. President Clinton repealed Mexico City policy restrictions
and resumed UNFPA funding. Since 1995, debates have been contentious regarding efforts to cut .
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