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Discourse on the Early History of the Congregational Church and Society in West Brattleboro, Coverint Two
Pastorates 25 Years, or From 1794-1819 The gates of a town, as used in the Scriptures, often signified a place of
concourse. It was here that the priests sometimes delivered their sacred addresses, here the prophets
sometimes proclaimed their predictions. It was here that ordinances were sometimes promulgated, and the law
read; hence it came to signify a place for the worship and service of God, as where the Psalmist calls upon all to
enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. Zion, too, being used at first to denote a
hill, sometimes called a holy hill, in Jerusalem, came at length to be spoken of as a place which the Lord had
chosen for himself, where he would dwell, his habitation, his tabernacle, where the people appeared every one
of them before him; and so it came to signify, virtually, what we now call a church, or the place where God was
wont to draw near to men by special manifestations of himself, and where the people were wont to draw
specially near to him in worship and service; thus answering to what, in our day, is called a house of worship,
the meeting house, or sanctuary. Hence, as the Lord took a special delight in the gates of Zion in the days of old
at Jerusalem, so in the church of our fathers, with all it involved or symbolized, and in every true, christian
church of to-day, must we believe he takes a...
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