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illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: . . . matter. The abdomen was much distended and there was active peristalsis of the
small intestine, with much pain. Examination of the leE groin revealed a sloughy cavity from which foul-
smelling pus exuded. The patient was taken to the operating theater and anajsthetized, when a large mass of
sloughing omentum was found in the cavity together with a small knuckle of intestine. The femoral ring was
tightly blocked and nothing could be passed into the lumen of the bowel. The finger was therefore passed up to
the ring just against Pouparts ligament and an incision carried upward from the cavity beyond the point of the
finger. The incision was now gradually deepened over the point of the finger until Pouparts ligament was
completely cut through. The tip of the index-finger could then be gradually passed into the bowel, and no
interference whatever was needful with the adhesions at the neck of the sac, but the mass of gangrenous
omentum was cut oG flush. No immediate escape of fecal matter followed, but a few hours aEer he had been
returned to bed a copious discharge commenced and in twelve hours the abdominal distention had entirely
disappeared. There was no further vomiting, and the general condition rapidly improved; in fact there was no
further symptom to give cause for any anxiety in the whole history of the case. During the next three weeks the
cavity gradually cleaned and contracted, but the whole of his motions passed through it, the...
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