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as the nature of the human mind and the foundations of human knowledge remain the same from age to age
and generation to generation, a liberal education is the same thing in every age and generation; so far as the
condition of society varies from age to age, and as the accumulated capital of extant knowledge increases, the
liberal education of one generation will differ from that of another. There are, therefore, both constant and
variable factors in our problem. It is with the variable factors, as modifying our conception of the liberal
education of the nineteenth century, that | have here chiefly to do. | reckon five leading influences which are
acting powerfully to modify all our old theories, and slowly working out a new ideal of liberal education: 1. A
truer psychology, giving us for the first time a true theory of elementary teaching. 2. Progress in the science of
philology, enabling us to assign their right position to the classical languages as elements in liberal culture, and
giving us, in modern philological science, an improved and more powerful teaching instrument. 3. The first real
attempt to combine republican ideas with the theory of liberal education - in other words, to make the
education of the whole people liberal, instead of merely the education of certain privileged classes and
protected professions. And when | say the whole people, | mean men and women. Nothing, | will say in passing,
to my mind so marks us as still educational barbarians, so stamps all our boasted culture with illiberality, as an
exclusion of the other sex from...
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