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that decision makers don't pay as much attention to those aspects of state behavior that major theories of
international politics claim they do. Instead, they tend to determine the intentions of adversaries on the basis of
preexisting beliefs, theories, and personal impressions. Yarhi-Milo also shows how intelligence organizations
rely on very different indicators than decision makers, focusing more on changes in the military capabilities of
adversaries. Knowing the Adversary provides a clearer picture of the historical validity of existing theories, and
broadens our understanding of the important role that diplomacy plays in international security.
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