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Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, May 16, 1996 The Subcommittees met, pursuant to notice, at 9:45
a.m. in room 2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Toby Roth (chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding.
Mr. Roth. Good morning. We promised to keep this committee hearing today - which is a very important
hearing not only for our committee but for the entire Congress - on schedule this morning, and we said we
would start at 9:45. So that is exactly what we want to do; we want to stay on schedule for the rest of the
hearing. Welcome to this special hearing of the Subcommittee on Economic Policy and Trade and the
Subcommittee on Asia. | was told earlier this morning that there is a huge interest in this hearing today. It is
very timely, and we have some of the best, if not the best, witnesses we could have to help us with this issue that
is always in front of Congress, especially in trade relations. Our focus today is on our trade relations with China.
As Congress begins the annual debate over extending Most Favored Nation (MFN) status for China, it is
important that we understand how this decision will affect our ability to deal with a nation that soon will be the
strongest economic force in Asia and a true global economic power. When it comes to China, too much of the
debate is short-term, narrow-focused,...
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