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When the body of a young woman is discovered in the undercroft of the house, scandal threatens to destroy
Wykeham. The Archbishop of York, John Thoresby, asks Owen Archer for his help. The one-eyed spy is troubled.
Was the fire an accident or arson? Was the woman trapped or the fire started to conceal a corpse? Stationing
guards in front of the smouldering remains, he starts to ask questions. When it appears the dead woman was a
midwife known to many of the city's women, including Lucie, Owen's wife, his quest becomes personal.
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