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Baltimore: And the Hon. John Sherman, of the U. S, Senate, Concerning the Arrest of Members of the Maryland
Legislature, and the Mayor and Police Commissioners of Baltimore, in 1861 Hon. John Sherman, United States
Senate: Sir: - In the report of proceedings of the Senate on the 9th instant, in the debate on the resolution of
Senator Saulsbury, my attention has been called to the following paragraph: He (Mr. Sherman, of Ohio)
believed, however, that the President had power to make arrests without the forms of law. In the case of Dr.
Bachelder and the members of the Maryland Legislature, who were about to carry their State out of the Union,
he thought the President was justified in making the arrests. I was a member of the Maryland Legislature in
1861, and was arrested at midnight, at my dwelling, in the city of Baltimore, about the middle of September, in
that year, from which time until the 27th of November, 1862, I was confined in one or other of the fortresses of
the United States which have been appropriated by Mr. Lincoln to the uses of State prisons. have never, at any
time, been informed of the grounds upon which I was arrested, and I know positively nothing whatever in
regard to them, at this moment, except what I have seen stated, from time to time, in the newspapers. The
commission, consisting of Messrs. Dix and Pierrepoint, which was created by the Secretary of War for the
examination of the cases of prisoners arrested and confined like myself, held a session at Fort Warren in May,
1862, but...
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