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Hodgkin, Esq. F. S. A, Vol. 2: Of Richmond, Surrey This collection of papers belongs to the class usually spoken
of as made collections by connoisseurs of historical archives, in contradistinction to the accumulations of
manuscripts that have slowly proceeded during successive centuries from the correspondence and business
transactions of historic families or ancient corporations. Resembling all other similar collections, in that its
multifarious evidences lack the particular continuity that contributes so largely to the enjoyment with which a
student examines the muniments of an ancient family or corporate body, Mr. Hodgkin s assemblage of
documents is also characterised by the piquant and animating diversity that is one of the usual and peculiar
qualities of made collections. In other respects it merits commendation. The proportion of valueless matter is
small, and its multifarious treasures have been annotated with much learning and literary address by their
owner, who knows thoroughly the manuscripts in which he delights, and has illustrated most of them with
explanatory comments. With the single exception of a thirteenth century copy of Magna Charta, which was
acquired by Mr. Hodgkin since my inspection of his Mss., none of the collector s writings came into existence
before the fifteenth century. Consisting of (1) a contemporary copy on vellum of the Oath of Allegiance and
Fealty to Henry VI, taken by Richard, third Duke of York, in St. Paul s Cathedral on March 10th, 1452 (a most
interesting document);(2) a Grant of Arms made in 1470 to Thomas Elys, gentleman, by William Hawkeslowe,
otherwyse called Clarenceux King Armes of the South marches of Englande; (3) a Writ...
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