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indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: .moths as possible, this to prevent egg-laying. If the moths are out injured
in any way so that they cannot fly, they soon fall a prey to the numerous ants, which are always on the look-out
for disabled insects of any kind, and butterflies and moths in particular. When ants come across a moth which
has been damaged so much as to impede its flight, you will see them trotting around the helpless insect until it
would appear that they had made up their minds as to how their prey was to be tackled. This is accomplished
in many cases, particularly with heavy beetles which have been injured and are either lying helplessly on their
backs or trying to roll over and over, by the ant first proceeding to gnaw off the feet of the insect attacked.
Having done this they next bite off the palpi, little appendages near the jaws, generally finishing up by severing
the segment which joins the body and thorax together, and sucking out the juices from inside the body.
Lepidoptera, when too heavy to drag away, are bitten up into portable pieces in the same manner. It is quite
certain that if a moth of any kind is bruised so that it cannot fly, eggs thus deposited will not come to anything.
This fact should be remembered, . for after all it is better to prevent this egg-laying, if at all possible, than to be
compelled to deal with the hosts...
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