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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 edition. Excerpt: . much to bring these plants to the present perfection. (See
illustration on page i01.) Geranium, Crane s Bill; from geranion, the old Greek name used by Dioscorides and
derived from geranos, a crane, which refers like the English name to the beak-like fruit of the plant. What could
be said here about Geraniums that the reader does not know already? That they belong to the most grateful
flowers to grow in garden and house is certain; they are so easy to raise and they brighten up the surroundings
by their cheerful colors. What may be new to some is that most of our garden Geraniums are not Geraniums in
the eyes of the botanists; they call them Pelargonium, or Stork s Bill; the principal difference between the two
can be found in the shape of the petals; in the Geraniums the corolla is regular, that is, the petals are alike in
size and shape; in the Pelar gonias the flowers are irregular, some petals being larger than the others or
differently marked. Geraniums are found wild in this country and in Europe the handsomer species are mostly
from Africa and the Canary Islands. Our own Geranium maculatum (spottedl, so plentifully found in the woods
around Pittsburg is a rather handsome plant. The Pelargoniums are for the most part natives of the Cape of
Good Hope, and it is a collection of these, in many varieties--velvety, glossy, hairy, dissected, ivy, fragrantleaved,
small and large-flowered,...
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